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To: Members of the Historical Commission
From: Charles Sullivan
Re: Landmark EvaluationGeorge E. BridgeBouse 74 OxfordStreet(1893

An application to demolish theouseat 74 Oxford43 WendellStreet was received aune Z,

2018. On July 12he Commission found the house to be significant and preferably preserved in
the context of the proposed replacement projbetapplicant74 Oxford Street, LLC intended

to clear the site and construouf new detached structures containing five dwelling uSitbse-
guently the applicant developed plans to expand the existing building for multiple dwelling units,
but these require zoning relief and, consequently, community supgoch has not yet been
forthcoming
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74 Oxford43 WendellStreet.July 2018 CHC photo
Description

The George E. Bridges housg 74 Oxford/43 Wendell Street is a large-gdry, two-family

Queen Anne style building with a gable roof built in 1893. The plan is symmetrical around a cen-
tral party wall, with crosgjables and two dormers on each side andawfectingbays under a

large gable facing Oxford Stredlost of the exteriois conceded by white vinyl siding installed
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in 1964 but the originabrackets supporting the roof overlgathe porch columngndthe back-
doorentrance canogsare still visible The windowsash protected by aluminum storm windows,
appear to be originahs ae all the exterior doord he roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The
foundation is brick over ledgestone. The house is set back from the corner with generous lawns on
both frontages. Driveways north and south of the house offer parking for multipld barAs-

sessors rate the overall conditiofithe buildinga s A f ai r . 0
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The houseavas built (andstill presentsas a large twdamily structure divided down the middle

with entrances on the left and right sides, but it afeesed at some pointo cont ai n t he
unit and an apartment on the south side and ten rooms for rent on the not®ideing to the
assessord hasatotal living area of 5,584 qfabout 2,000 sf. omach otthe first two floors and

1,500 on the thirg andnow containgten apartments

Significance

For the reasons stated in the staff memo of July 5, 2018 the George E. Bridges house is an archi-
tecturally significant and highly prominent structure on the former Palfrey estate. This part of
Cambridge is distinctive for the consistency of its resideat@itecture, as it was almost en-

tirely built up in less than a decade. The neighborhood has seen few demolitions in the past sev-
eral decades, and except for some recent infill remains substantially intact as it was developed in
the late 19 century.
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Landmark Criteria and Goals

Landmarks are enacted by the City Council upon recommendation of the Historical Commission.
The Commission commences a landmark designation study process by its own initiative or by
voting to accept a petition of ten registered voters.



